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1 WEEMS was a name, not a town - a place of no population 8.9 miles east of Birmingham,
r Ala., where the rails of Southern (from Atlanta) antl Central of Georgia (from Columbus)
joined for the run into the steel city while the trains of Seaboard Air Line (bound for Birming-
ham, too) ran overhead. But Weems, especially in steam-and-diesel days when it possessetl tr
train-order omce, was a place to watch trains. Mixed FT's and F3's leatl off with SR 58 in 1948.

photosr ophy / F. E. ARDREY J R.

a

E q s t b o u n d  S O U  t r o i n s

cross over

Westbound CG t ro ins

cross over

Tef egroph ollice --

f ' f
CG crosses over SOU
ot  Leeds  lo  cont inue
to  Co lumbus

7

TRAT N. IA 'ATGHING
I N r,r'EE]U|S

Jointly owned trockoge from Weems. Go.,
ro Birrninghom (eostbound CG, west.
bound SOU) is mointoined by Southern.

+B i rmi Tffidmoin
Arrows indicote locotions illustroted

in pholos with corresponding numbers

1948 trockogi is shown. Not fo scole"
ertonroE

Following ;rages

) 
CAP-STACKED 708 - a 2-10-2- chornps past Weems with Central of Georgia Extra 708

t- East' the Wiuburn tuur. Althotrgh Central was never a large carrier (1743 routc-miles to-
clay), it fouud good use for Santa Fe-type locomotives on its hill-and-clale rotrtes ancl employetl
rnore than 75 of the 2-10-2's. Once upon a timc CofG even stablecl 2-6-6-2's on its rostcr.
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T H E  O P E R A T O R  c i t t ' r i c s  l . t i s  o r t l c r ' l t o o p s  l l t r c k  i n s i r l c  a f t c r  t l e l i v e r ' 1 ' o f  " 1 1 1 "  { l i r n s i c s  t o  t h c

e  t t g i t r c  a r t c l  t l a i n  c r e \ \ ' s  o i  S o r r t h c l r r  1 3 .  t h t .  S o r r t h c l n c r '  ( u  l r c n  i t  l r o i r s t c r l  i r n  o l r s e  L r ' : r t i o n  ) .

/  THAT l l i s - l s -a - i \ Ia l l c t  t l i cse l  r rn i t  le i r< l i r tg  i rn  F i l  on  Sc l l roar r I  t ru in  ]S  r r r . r 'oss  SR-CotG
()  r t 'ucks  r r t  \Yccnrs  i s  app lopr i : r te lp '  l  i l 00( f  h .p r .  Ba l r l r r ' i n  Ccnt ipc< lc  -  r r 'ha t  c lsc?  Anr l  t< l  th ink

l l r r t : t t r  i t r t l t t s t t '1 ' rvh ich  o t rcc  cons i t l c rcd  i i0 ( l ( )  h .p ,  too  nr r rch  in  < lnc  l rackage is  buy ' ing  U l i l iB 's i
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IF 1'ott 're thinking CofG 706 is of farnil iar stamp, )'ou're right. She rvas one of 10 J-l-1 
class 2-10-2's built by Baltls' irr in 1926 to heavy USRA Santa Fe-ty'1re standards but subtll

rnotlif iecl u'ith a Delta trail ing truck aucl spoked pony rvheels. Thc lcsult: hrurtlsome bisncss.

4 
ONE of Sottthern's original Mikes - Ms-class 4553 - crosses over to SR's main line in lg48

J as shc heads east rvith No.68, the "East local" (Birmingham-Anniston). The veteran Z-8-2,
itlbeit eltlerly. has beeu moclemizetl rvith a feeclwater heater, Lairct crossheacls, altl ip all
probability, a ntechauical stoker to belie an age that can be traced to pre-Workl War I clays.
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1 CENTRAL'S Lima-built 450-series 4-8-4's of World War II were patterned after Espee's

/ GS-Z', and known locally as the "Big Apples." No. 453 approaches Weems on August 1, 1948,

with No. 9. the joint IC-CofG Chicago-Florida Seminole - varnish that's still in the Guide.

O HELLO, what's this? It 's the every-thircl-day Pentlsy-owned coach-strearnlinel South

O Wind between Chicago and Miarni - cletouriug over Central of Georgia behincl 4-8-2 488

because floods have affected the train's usual ACL routing through south Georgia into Florida.
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O ONCE upon a time every limited worth its

-/ railcd Pullman observation-lounge and

The HiSh Rock brings up the markers of No. I

narne was trailecl by a heavyrveight brass-

on April 4, 1948, CofG's Serninole sti l l was.

as the flagman catches the air at Weems.
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